
 

 

Insurance Industry 
Collegiate Scholarship 

2016 

Applications Accepted Beginning 
November 1st 

 
Please visit our website  

for more information 
 

www.IASA.org/Scholarship 
 

What Our Award Winners Are Saying 
 
"Actuaries, who are portrayed as the people who can 
“predict”   the   future,   attract   me   as   I   am   looking   for   a  
career that suits my interests in economy, finance, and 
math. The analytic skill, the ability to apply knowledge to 
the real world, and the growing opportunity in the 
insurance industry fascinates me. As I work my way up 
to this goal,   it’s   an   honor   to   be   chosen   as   one   of  
the scholarship recipient from IASA." 
 

Yi Ru, Maryville University, 2015 
 
“It would be incredible if I could be an owner-operator of 
an independent insurance agency and bring peace of 
mind to the community. It is my desire to outwork my 
peers because I know there are many families that will 
benefit from the additional security that insurance can 
offer. My serving heart, coupled with my deep 
excitement for this field, will help me become successful. 
As a college student, I am grateful and honored that the 
IASA has supported me in my endeavors.” 

Bryan A. Tsiao, University of Alabama, 2015 
 
  
“I am excited to work in the insurance industry because 
it provides extensive opportunities for growth and 
development and has made me feel as though I am part 
of a community of professionals.” 
 

Rachel S. Shriver, Baylor University, 2015 
 

About the IASA 
 
The Insurance Accounting & Systems Association, Inc. 
(IASA) is a non-profit, education association that 
strives to enhance the knowledge of insurance industry 
professionals, and participants from similar 
organizations closely allied with the insurance industry 
by facilitating the exchange of ideas and information. 
IASA   is   one   of   the   insurance   industry’s   largest,   and  
most well represented trade associations. IASA 
membership includes insurance companies of all types 
(Property & Casualty, Life, Health, Fraternal, HMO and 
others) as members, as well as companies serving the 
insurance industry, regulators and also organizations 
more broadly representative of the financial services 
industry, including banks and investment brokerage 
firms. Learn more about the IASA by visiting our 
website at www.iasa.org or by calling (919) 489-
0991. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Scholarship Program Contacts: 
 

Sheila White-Smith,  
Manager-Member Services 

919-989-0091 ext. 206 
ssmith@iasa.org 

 
Jeanne Sokolak, VP Industry Relations 

jeanne.sokolak@rrd.com 
 

Karen Furtado, Scholarship Committee Co-Chair 
kfurtado@strategymeetsaction.com 

 
Annette Devine, Scholarship Committee Co-Chair 

adevine@woodmen.org 
 

“What interests me most about working in the 
insurance industry is the pace at which risks 
are changing and evolving. As society and 
technology is rapidly advancing, our industry is 
posed with new risks and the challenges that 
come  with  them.  I’m  looking  forward  to  tackling  
these exciting challenges as part of the 
industry’s  workforce  very  soon.” 
 

Swarnima Taparia 
St. Johns University 

Walt Mason Winner, 2015 
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About  IASA’s Collegiate Scholarship Program 
 
IASA’s   Insurance   Industry   Collegiate   Scholarship  
program was established in 2009 to provide 
scholarships to collegiate students preparing for a 
career in the insurance industry.   The scholarship 
program is targeted to aid students at the sophomore 
level or above who are enrolled in a university with an 
insurance program and whose course of study includes 
working toward a degree in Information Technology, 
Actuarial Science, Accounting or Risk Management.   
 
IASA awarded over $20,000 in scholarships this past 
year.  Scholarship winners are recognized during the 
IASA Annual Educational Conference and Business 
Show, held annually in early June.    
 
Summary of 2014-2015 Scholarships Awarded 
 
Supporting the education of talented and worthy 
students is at the heart of what IASA is all about. 
 
A total of 21 scholarships were awarded in 2015: 
 
$2,500 Walt Mason Scholarship 
x Swarnima  Taparia,  St.  John’s  University 

 
$2,500 Scholarships: 
x Rachel S. Shriver, Baylor University 
x Rob B. Ju, Drake University 

 
$1,500 Scholarships: 
x Zachary M. Hofman, Maryville University 
x Bryan A. Tsiao, University of Alabama 
x Daniel R. Smith, University of Alabama 
 
$1,000 Scholarships: 
x Destiny S. Hollis, Troy University 
x Christina M. Gerst, Maryville University 
x Allison M. Slater, Illinois State University 
 
$500 Scholarships: 
x Thomas  P.  Fiorillo,  St.  John’s  University 
x Leah L. Lupu, Olivet College 
x Sarah J. Rumon, University of St. Thomas 
x Trent R. Strang, Olivet College 
x William Kelley, Bryant University 
x Matthew J. Beine, Drake University 
x Margaret Sutton, University of Wisconsin 
x Thi  H.  Nguyen,  St.  John’s  University 
x Alison Tarrant, Butler University 
x Zilong Zhao, Temple University 
x Yi Ru, Maryville University 
x Hayley E.F. Leather, Temple University 

 

Submissions received from these 
Universities and Companies * 

 
Accident Fund Insurance Company 

Appalachian State University 
Ball State University 

Butler University 
California State University - Fullerton  

 
East Carolina University 

 
Illinois State University 

Illinois Wesleyan University 
Mississippi State University 

Missouri State 
Morgan State University 

Northwood University 
Old Dominion University 

Olivet College 
Saint Joseph's University 

St. John's University 
St. Mary's University 
Temple University 

The University of Georgia 
Troy University 

University of Cincinnati 
University of Connecticut 

University of North Carolina - Charlotte 
University of North Carolina - Greensboro 

University of North Texas - Denton 
University of South Carolina 

University of St Thomas 
University of Wisconsin - Madison 

Utica College 
 

*Sample listing only.  We encourage all colleges 
and universities with an insurance program to 
participate through student applications.  
Additionally, all IASA Member companies are 
encouraged to let their family, friends and interns 
know about the opportunity to apply for an IASA 
Scholarship.   

 

Program  Details  for  IASA’s  2015-2016 
Scholarship 

 
Walt Mason Scholarship ($2,500) 

 
For 2016, IASA is pleased to continue a named 
scholarship to honor a long-time supporter and volunteer 
of IASA, Mr. Walt Mason. 
 
Mr. Mason proudly served as a volunteer of the IASA, 
holding positions as Secretary, Treasurer and as a 
Board Member.  He was an individual who was 
committed to volunteerism and the benefit it provided to 
both the individual and to the member company he 
represented. 
 
The IASA Walt Mason Scholarship Award value is 
$2,500 and will be presented to the individual who, has 
not only excelled in coursework, but has displayed the 
same commitment to active volunteerism. 
 
The goal for this year is to award over $20,000 
in scholarships with the scholarship dollars 
being awarded based on number of 
applications and overall need.  
 

 


